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The Institute of Neuro und Behavioural Biology at the University of Münster invites 
applications for a  
 

PhD and Postdoc position  
 
The posts in the group of Prof. Ralf Stanewsky are funded by the Deutsche 
Forschungsgemeinschaft and are available from January 2017 for 3 years. 
 
The Stanewsky group recently relocated from UCL (UK) to Münster (Germany), and studies 
the molecular, neuronal, and genetic bases of circadian clocks. The group studies how light 
and temperature synchronize circadian clocks and the mechanisms underlying temperature 
compensation of the circadian clock in Drosophila melanogaster. In particular, we try to 
understand why on one hand small regular temperature changes serve as a potent 
synchronization cue for resetting the clock, while on the other hand intrinsic clock speed 
remains constant at different ambient temperatures. This so called 'temperature 
compensation' is an integral feature of all circadian clocks and distinguishes clocks from 
thermometers. The underlying mechanisms for this compensation are not well understood in 
any model system. 
 
Candidates with a strong background in Drosophila genetics, molecular, neuro, and/or cell 
biology are encouraged to apply. Motivation and interest to tackle this fundamental problem 
of circadian biology represent a key selection criterion. Prerequisite for this appointment are 
either a MSc- or a PhD degree in Biology, Biochemistry, or Genetics. 
 
The University of Münster is an equal opportunity employer and is committed to increasing 
the proportion of women in academia. Consequently, we actively encourage applications by 
women. Female candidates with equivalent qualifications and academic achievements will be 
preferentially considered within the framework of the legal possibilities. Disabled candidates 
with equivalent qualifications will be preferentially considered. 
 
Application documents should include a motivation letter, a curriculum vitae and a grade 
transcript. Additionally, the applicant is expected to arrange for two letters of 
recommendation to be sent to the e-mail address below. The application deadline is the 2nd 
of December, 2016. Applications should be sent electronically as one single pdf file to: 

stanewsky@uni-muenster.de  

 
Links: http://www.uni-muenster.de/Biologie/en/NeuroVer/index.html
 http://www.homepages.ucl.ac.uk/~ucbtsta/index.html 
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